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Abstract
This research article explores the life, works, and
enduring legacy of John Keats, one of the most
celebrated poets of the Romantic era. Keats's short but
impactful life was marked by his poetic brilliance and
a deep engagement with the themes of nature, beauty,
love, and mortality. This article delves into the
biographical aspects of Keats's life, his poetic journey,
and the critical reception of his works. Furthermore, it
discusses the enduring influence of Keats on literature,
his contribution to the Romantic movement, and his

place in the canon of English literature.
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Introduction

John Keats (1795-1821) stands as one of the
quintessential  figures of English Romanticism,
renowned for his evocative poetry and profound
exploration of human emotions and nature. Despite a
tragically short life, Keats left a lasting legacy through

his innovative approach to poetry and the enduring

relevance of his themes. This research article aims to
provide a comprehensive understanding of John Keats,
his life, his poetic works, and his enduring influence on

literature.

Biography of John Keats

John Keats was born on October 31, 1795, in London,
England. His early life was marked by personal
tragedy, as he lost both his parents at a young age and
was placed under the guardianship of a guardian.
Despite these hardships, Keats exhibited a keen interest
in literature from an early age and began writing poetry

during his teenage years.

Keats's formal education included a period as an
apprentice to an apothecary-surgeon, but his true
passion lay in poetry. In 1816, he abandoned his
medical studies to pursue a career in literature. Keats's
initial poems were influenced by the classical tradition,
but his style evolved, drawing inspiration from the
natural world, the Gothic literary tradition, and the

works of other Romantic poets.

Keats's Poetic Journey

Keats's poetic career can be divided into several key
phases:

3.1 Early Works

Keats's early poems, including "On First Looking into
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Chapman's Homer" and "Sleep and Poetry,"
demonstrated his growing skill and enthusiasm for
poetry.

He was introduced to other Romantic poets, such as
Percy Bysshe Shelley and Leigh Hunt, which
influenced his poetic development.

3.2 Middle Period

During this phase, Keats produced some of his most
celebrated odes, including "Ode to a Nightingale,"
"Ode on a Grecian Urn," and "Ode on Melancholy."
These odes are characterized by their exploration of
beauty, transience, and the contrast between the ideal
and the real.

3.3 Late Period

In his final years, Keats faced deteriorating health due
to tuberculosis, which he referred to as “consumption”
in his letters.

Despite his illness, he continued to write prolifically,

producing works like "To Autumn" and "Bright Star."

Themes in Keats's Poetry

John Keats's poetry is rich in themes that continue to
resonate with readers:

4.1 Nature

Keats had a profound connection with nature, and it
served as a recurring motif in his poetry.

His descriptions of the natural world are vivid and
emotionally charged, reflecting his belief in the power
of nature to inspire and console.

4.2 Beauty and Aesthetics

Keats's exploration of beauty and the ideal is central to
his works.

He often juxtaposed the fleeting nature of human
existence with the timeless beauty of art and nature.

4.3 Love and Sensuality

Keats's poetry frequently explores the themes of love,
desire, and sensuality.

His love poems, such as "Bright Star,” convey deep
emotions and a sense of longing.

4.4 Mortality and Transience

The theme of mortality is pervasive in Keats's poetry,
reflecting his personal struggle with illness and an
awareness of the brevity of life.

He often contemplated the idea of immortality through

art and literature.

Critical Reception and Legacy

During his lifetime, Keats faced criticism and negative
reviews from some literary figures. However, his work
gained recognition and appreciation after his untimely
death in 1821. His close friend, Charles Brown,
published a biography of Keats, which portrayed him

as a misunderstood and gifted poet.

In the years that followed, Keats's poetry received
widespread acclaim, and he was recognized as one of
the great Romantic poets. His works have been studied,
analyzed, and admired for their vivid imagery,

emotional depth, and exploration of timeless themes.

Influence on Literature

John Keats's influence on literature has been profound
and enduring:

6.1 Successors

Keats's Romantic ideals and poetic techniques
influenced subsequent generations of poets, including
the Pre-Raphaelites and the Victorian poets.

6.2 Modern Literature

His emphasis on the sensuous and the aesthetic also
had an impact on modernist poets such as T.S. Eliot.
6.3 Literary Criticism

Keats's works have been the subject of extensive
literary criticism and scholarship, contributing to the

understanding of Romanticism and poetry in general.

Conclusion

John Keats, though his life was brief, left an indelible
mark on English literature. His innovative approach to
poetry, exploration of themes such as beauty, nature,

love, and mortality, and enduring influence on
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subsequent generations of poets make him a towering

figure of the Romantic era. Keats's timeless works

continue to captivate readers, offering profound

insights into the human condition and the beauty of the

natural world.

References

1.

Bate, Walter Jackson. Negative Capability:
The Intuitive Approach in Keats. New York:
Contra Mundum Press, 2012

Cox, Jeffrey N. Poetry and Politics in the
Cockney School: Keats, Shelley, Hunt and

Their  Circle.  Cambridge: ~ Cambridge
University  Press, 2004 ISBN  978-
0521604239

G. M. Matthews (Ed). (1995). "John Keats:
The Critical Heritage". London: Routledge
ISBN 0-415-13447-1

Jones, Michael (1984). "Twilight of the Gods:
The Greeks in Schiller
Germanic  Review. 59 (2):
doi:10.1080/00168890.1984.9935401.
Kirkland, John (2008). Love Letters of Great
Men, Vol. 1. CreateSpace Publishing

Kottoor, Gopikrishnan (1994). The Mask of
Death: The Final Days of John Keats, (A
Radio Play). Writers WorkShop Kolkata,
1994

Lachman,

and Lukacs".
49-56.

Lilach (1988).

Temporalization of Space: Keats' Hyperion

"History and

Poems". Proceedings of the XII Congress of

the International Comparative Literature
Association, edited by Roger Bauer and
Douwe Fokkema (Munich, Germany): 159—
164

Lowell, Amy (1925). John Keats. 2 vols.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin

Milnes, Richard, ed. (Lord
Houghton) (1848). Life, Letters and Literary

Remains of John Keats. 2 vols. London:

Monckton

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Page |183

Edward Moxon

Motion, Andrew (1997). Keats. London:
Faber

O'Neill, Michael & Mahoney Charles (Eds.)
(2007).
Anthology. Blackwell ISBN 0-631-21317-1
Parson, Donald (1954). Portraits of Keats.
Cleveland: World Publishing Co.

Plumly, Stanley (2008). Posthumous Keats.
New York: W.W. Norton & Co.

Richardson, Joanna (1963). The Everlasting
Spell. A Study of Keats and His Friends.
London: Cape

Richardson, Joanna (1980). Keats and His
Circle. An Album of Portraits. London:

Romantic Poetry: An Annotated

Cassell

Ridley, M. and R. Clarendon (1933). Keats'
craftsmanship: a study in poetic development
ASIN B00085UM2I (Out of Print in 2010)
Roe, Nicholas (2012). John Keats. A New
Life. New Haven
University Press ISBN 978-0-300-12465-1
Rossetti, William Michael (1887). The Life
and Writings of John Keats. London: Walter
Scott

Scott, Grant F. (1994). The Sculpted Word:
Ekphrasis, and the Visual Arts.

and London: Yale

Keats,
Hanover, NH: University Press of New
England. ISBN 0-87451-679-X

Stillinger, Jack (1982). Complete Poems.
Cambridge, Massachusetts: Belknap Press of
Harvard University Press ISBN 0-674-15430-
4

Strachan, John (Ed.) (2003). A Routledge
Literary Sourcebook on the Poems of John
Keats. New York: Routledge ISBN 0-415-
23478-6

Turley, Richard Marggraf (2004). Keats'
Boyish
ISBN 978-0-415-28882-8

Imagination. London: Routledge,

IJRTS Journal of Research | 2347-6117 | Volume 23 | Issue 01 | Version 1.5 | Jul-Dec 2022



184|Page

23. Vendler, Helen (1983). The Odes of John
Keats. Belknap Press ISBN 0-674-63076-9

24. Walsh, John Evangelist (1999). Darkling |
Listen: The Last Days and Death of John
Keats. New York: St. Martin's Press

25. Walsh, William (1957). "John Keats", in
From Blake to Byron. Middlesex: Penguin

26. Ward, Aileen (1963). John Keats: The
Making of a Poet. London: Secker & Warburg

27. Wolfson, Susan J. (1986). The Questioning
Presence. Ithaca, New York: Cornell
University Press ISBN 0-8014-1909-3

IJRTS Journal of Research | 2347-6117 | Volume 23 | Issue 01 | Version 1.5 | Jul-Dec 2022



